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The Honorable David Dreier                                                                9 March 2009 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Dreier, 
 
I respectfully request your consideration and support for additional funding in the FY 2010 Defense 
Appropriations Bill for Fire Shield, a project of urgent importance to the Department of Defense and the 
Global War on Terror. 
 
Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPG) are increasing threats to U.S. soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan.  The 
RPG is widely available to our enemies and is their preferred method to penetrate and defeat our 
armored vehicles.  Army vehicles require an Active Protection System (APS) to defeat these threats at 
close range.    
 
There are two general categories of APS: soft kill systems, which use jamming or decoys to confuse a 
missile's guidance system, and hard kill systems, which detect and destroy incoming projectiles.  Fire 
Shield is a hard kill APS development effort to protect armored vehicles.  As you are aware Fire Shield 
evolved from the development of two other APS:  Full Spectrum Active Protection Close-In Layered 
Shield (FCLAS) developed for the Army, and Angelfire developed for Special Operations Command 
(SOCOM). 
 
While FCLAS has demonstrated on-the-move protection of a 5-ton truck successfully defeating 11 of 13 
RPGs and Angelfire has further increased intercept accuracy with added sensor capability on launched 
interceptors, Fire Shield is a third generation APS designed for mounted on vehicles such as Mine 
Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) with a very light weight modular approach that provides much 
reduced collateral damage. Feasibility of Fire Shield has recently been proven against RPG and further 
development will be initiated based on your support of 2009.  The 2010 program will integrate the tested 
system to MRAP and Joint Light Tactical Vehicle (JLTV) vehicles with a highly adaptable modular 
approach for operational demonstration and future system growth. 
 
In this regard, I ask for your support to appropriate $8.0 million to the FY10 Defense Appropriations 
Bill. 
 
Your support of this important program would be most sincerely appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Yu-Wen Chang, President 
Chang Industry, Inc. 

 


