The Honorable John Ashcroft
Attomey General

United States Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530-0001

Dear Attorney General Ashcroft,

As you are well aware, it is of utmost importance for our nation to pass and enforce
policies that will increase the security of our citizens and protect our homeland. In remembrance
of the victims of the heinous attacks of September 11, 2001, we commend you for your resolve in
the ongoing fight against terrorism. We write to you today concéming state identification
issuance policies that may seriously undermine your diligent efforts to address the vulnerabilities
that accompany a free and open society.

Laws passed in over 20 states that allow undocumented aliens to obtain driver’s licenses
are a blatant contradiction of federal criminal code and hinder the efforts of law enforcement
officers throughout our country to protect and serve our communities. Such laws eliminate the
obligation of motor vehicle agencies to verify the citizenship or legal residency of applicants for
driver’s licenses and identification cards. Issuing driver’s licenses to illegal aliens makes it easier
for unlawful aliens, who may be potentially harmful to the security of our nation, to remain in the
United States. As history has demonstrated, armed with a “valid” driver’s license, a dangerous
individual is able to move through society with virtual impunity. P

States that provide driver's licenses based on documents that do not verify either identity
or citizenship contradict areas of law over which the federal government has exclusive
jurisdiction. The PATRIOT Act and other federal laws relating to homeland security are
weakened by this misguided state practice. In addition, the security of our airlines, which
depends upon the presentation of reliable identification before boarding an airplane, is

compromised. :



